






Project 5:

breast cancer 
awareness
Location:  
Sandwell

Partners:  
Sandwell PCT
Work Well (part of Sandwell PCT)

Theme:
Health and Well Being

Multistory were commissioned by Sandwell 
PCT to produce a DVD about Breast Cancer 
Awareness within Sandwell. 

During the project, Multistory interviewed former 
breast cancer patients and health professionals 
living and working in Sandwell. The DVD highlights 
the steps that people can take to spot the signs of 
breast cancer and the treatment that is available 
locally and nationally.

The final product will be distributed from June 
2009, via Work Well a service within Sandwell 
PCT that works in partnership with the business 
community to improve health and wellbeing. 

For further information on this project contact 
Sandwell PCT Public Health Department on
0845 155 0500

Cancer Awareness DVD No.1

breast cancer awareness

Project 6:

six
Location:  
Sandwell

Theme:  
Creative Learning
Celebration

Partners: 
Sandwell MBC
The Public
Smith Magazine
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To further celebrate ‘Six’, Multistory were 
commissioned by Sandwell MBC to curate a 
free exhibition displayed at The Public from 
January 2009 to March 2009. 

The exhibition featured all of the stories contained 
within the ‘Six’ publication to showcase the 
achievements of local people who supported the 
project and shared their stories.

To find out more about the project please contact 
Bikki Gray at bikki_gray@sandwell.gov.uk

Visit the Six website at  
www.sixwordstories.co.uk
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Photograph courtesy of Phil Hill Photography.



Explore!

Multistory is working with 
Staffordshire Arts and Museums 
Service to develop and produce 
the content for a friendly, ‘hands-
on’ user guide which outlines 
the benefits of multi-sensory art; 
examples of current practice; 
what it can involve; and how it 
can be used, including ideas and 
activities for a specified target 
audience.

Workshops will be run by three 
different artists working in three 
different mediums in schools which 
cater for children with special 
educational needs. Multistory will 
use these workshops as a basis for 
three case studies for the guide, 
looking at a variety of different 
artistic practice throughout.

This project will build upon the 
existing experience of Multistory, 
developed during the Time to Talk 
programme of work, and will allow 
staff to further explore ideas of 
working in a multi-sensory way with 
a diverse range of participants.

New Arrivals Project

Community Partnership, 
Brushstrokes, has commissioned 
Multistory to create a visual 
guide on teenage pregnancy that 
will signpost young mothers 
from new communities to local 
health services.

‘New Arrivals’ will be a visual 
information guide on teenage 
pregnancy and health related issues 
for young mothers new to the UK. 
This project will be completed in the 
Autumn and Multistory is working 
with the young mothers to inform 
the content of the guide.

Funding for the project has come 
from Sandwell NHS PCT and 
SOCA (Smethwick and Oldbury 
Commissioning Alliance).

Creative Advantage 

Multistory and CADRE (Centre 
for Art, Design, Research 
and Experimentation) at the 
University of Wolverhampton 
School of Art and Design have 
been awarded funding from 
Grants for the Arts to deliver 
a new partnership project 
called Black Country Creative 
Advantage.

The grant will support a two year 
research fellowship in curatorial 
practice and the development 
of a public realm programme in 
post industrial environments. The 
curatorial fellow will work with 
CADRE and Multistory as part of 
Multistory’s Longhouse programme 
to examine best practices and 
develop a regional programme of 
seminars and conferences that 
examine and test the process, 
products and impact of creative 
experimentation by artists committed 
to working in the public realm 
through socially engaged practice.

Links:
www.longhouse.uk.com

Green Streets

Why not join Multistory on Sunday 19 July 2009 at  
1.00 pm for a ‘Picnic in The Park’ and join in some 
outdoor family fun with environmental artist  
Stephen Whitehead?

The culmination of Multistory’s Green Streets project will 
be celebrated as part of this special Picnic in the Park event 
organised by The Friends of Dartmouth Park. The event is 
hosted in conjunction with Sandwell MBC’s Band in The 
Park as part of the ‘Big Lunch’ initiative.

Green Streets is a temporary programme of events to 
engage communities and local schools in brightening up 
West Bromwich taking place between now and 19 July to 
help make the High Street and pathway to Dartmouth Park 
a greener place. We want to find out how you use your local 
parks and green spaces so keep an eye on this website for 
news on other events taking place before 19 July as part of 
this exciting project.

So please join us on 19 July to meet Multistory and the 
artist, take part in the family activities and share your views 
with us on the green spaces in West Bromwich.   There will 
be lots more to see and do too, so grab your picnic blanket 
and head down to Dartmouth Park from 1.00 pm for this 
fun-filled Big Lunch!

Find out more:
www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
http://thebiglunch.com

New Ways of Collecting

Multistory are working with partners from across 
the West Midlands to develop an innovative and 
exciting programme of work that will see museums, 
curators, artists and archivists working together with 
communities to create new collections and exhibitions 
for the region as well as attracting new audiences and 
creating new ways of collecting.

The project is being supported by MLA West Midlands 
and Arts Council England, West Midlands and Multistory 
will develop and deliver the Sandwell project in partnership 
with Sandwell Council’s Museums and Libraries team 
along with local heritage organisations. There will also be 
projects taking place in Walsall at the New Art Gallery, 
in Staffordshire at the new Wedgewood Museum and in 
Warwickshire at Compton Verney.

Multistory will be working with Sandwell community 
groups, heritage organisations, local museums and the 
community archives service to collect stories from local 
people about the industrial heritage and changing face of 
Sandwell. These stories will be combined with objects 
associated with its industrial past and documents and 
images from Sandwell’s vast archive collection to form a 
digital ‘people’s collection’. Stories will be collected via a 
series of workshops and heritage events throughout the 
year and the collection will be brought together through the 
creation of a new website.

The project aims to increase local residents’ understanding 
of the contribution Sandwell has made to the rest of the 
world, as many items manufactured in the borough were 
shipped far and wide to create bridges and railways which 
still exist today. By hearing other people’s stories, the 
project will increase residents’ pride in their local heritage 
and help them to gain a better understanding of other 
residents’ journeys to and lives in the borough.

By giving Multistory’s community artists the unique 
opportunity to work alongside museum curators and 
archivists, the project will enable us to work in new 
contexts and develop new ways of working across different 
disciplines as well as curating the new digital collection.
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New and Upcoming Projects

Sandwell Youth Music: Children’s Festival 

Sandwell Youth Music has commissioned Multistory to create 
a brochure and small exhibition for this year’s Sandwell 
Children’s Festival.

The brochure will feature all of the groups involved in the two-day 
festival with newly commissioned photographs of the groups in 
rehearsal. The photographs will also form the basis for the exhibition 
that will greet visitors to the performances at Symphony Hall in 
Birmingham.

The festival will take place at Symphony Hall on: 

Monday 13 July 2009, 7.00pm •	
Tuesday 14 July, 2009, 7.00pm•	

Find out more:
www.laws.sandwell.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/education-and-learning/music

To find out more about the event and book tickets for  
Symphony Hall visit :
www.thsh.co.uk/view/sandwell-youth-music-13-07-09

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
http://thebiglunch.com
http://www.laws.sandwell.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/education-and-learning/music
http://www.thsh.co.uk/view/sandwell-youth-music-13-07-09
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Multistory is a registered charity under number 1116214.  
We are also a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England under company number 5910607 and the registered 
office is at 1 Overend Street, West Bromwich, B70 6EY.

Multistory is a community arts organisation 
based in West Bromwich, within the borough  
of Sandwell.

Multistory’s work is focused on the development 
of participatory arts projects of the highest creative 
standard in the fields of learning, health and 
regeneration to bring benefits to communities, 
organisations and artists in Sandwell and the West 
Midlands.

Multistory offers bespoke creative projects and 
programmes of work designed to tackle a wide range 
of social issues that bring together communities and 
artists to develop creative solutions to local problems. 
These can include: ‘place making’ programmes 
that enable communities to explore what they think 
about where they live and how they can influence 
developments in their neighbourhoods; health and 
well being programmes that enable communities 
to inform and shape the services they receive; and 
learning programmes that encompass skills and 
enterprise, family learning and early years learning 
through creative play.

Multistory has 13 staff members, comprising a 
management team with skills in strategic, financial 
and arts management; six community artists 
with specialist art form training and community 
engagement skills; plus a Graphic Designer and 
Finance Officer.

Multistory is revenue funded by SMBC and ACE,WM. 

http://www.multistory.org.uk
mailto:info@multistory.org.uk

